
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S651 January 30, 2014 
continue to strive for professional de-
velopment and excellence in jour-
nalism. 

Mr. President, I would like to con-
gratulate Myron Belkind, a fellow 
Buckeye, as he begins this new chapter 
in his distinguished career. 

f 

REMEMBERING MARSHA OGILVIE 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Marsha H. 
Ogilvie, a loyal and steadfast mayor of 
Sandpoint, ID. On January, 8, 2014, 
Mayor Ogilvie lost a valiant battle 
with cancer and my State lost a good 
friend, a champion for women and chil-
dren and a tireless public servant. 

Mayor Ogilvie, who was born at 
March Air Force Base in Southern 
California, moved to the great State of 
Idaho in 1994. In the 20 years she made 
Idaho her home, she distinguished her-
self in service to others. As she once 
said, and many in Sandpoint now say, 
she won the hearts and minds of the 
people in Sandpoint. 

Elected mayor just 2 years ago and 
having served the two previous years 
on the city council, Mayor Ogilvie, 
leaves a giant hole in those hearts and 
the broader community. The business 
and professional experience Mayor 
Ogilvie brought was wide and varied 
and earned her the respect of many. 
Early in her career, she served in res-
taurant and retail management. When 
she and her husband Francis arrived in 
Sandpoint, they opened a couple of 
small businesses—The Candy Cottage 
and the All Smiles gift shop. But Mar-
sha Ogilvie was not just about busi-
ness. She cared deeply about the 
health, welfare and success of women 
and children. 

Soon after moving to Idaho and well 
before entering public service, she es-
tablished Kinderhaven, a nonprofit 
community organization which is dedi-
cated to supporting children in crisis. 
Founded in 1996 and under the vision 
and compassionate care of Marsha 
Ogilvie, more than 1,300 children have 
found the all-important help they need-
ed in times of their greatest distress. 
So important to the Sandpoint commu-
nity, Kinderhaven was named the 
grand prize winner in the 2002 Gov-
ernor’s Brightest Stars Awards. In ad-
dition, Mrs. Ogilvie, who crossed paths 
with many women serving as volun-
teers in the Sandpoint community, 
started Women Honoring Women. It 
was designed to be a one-time event 
but has evolved since 1999 into an an-
nual event to recognize and honor 
women in Bonner County who are 65 or 
older and working to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who love learning 
and exhibit qualities of leadership. 
Marsha Ogilvie recognized these quali-
ties in others because she, too, pos-
sessed them. . .well, all but one—she 
was only 64 when she passed away. 

If these achievements were not 
enough, Marsha Ogilvie joined with 
three friends to co-author a children’s 
book, which was just recently pub-

lished. Gigi’s Enchanted Forest was a 
way to honor the life of a mutual 
friend of theirs who shared their hope 
for and love of children and a dedica-
tion to community service. 

Mayor Marsha H. Ogilvie personified 
a life of giving and caring. Her unparal-
leled legacy of hard work, reaching out 
to her community and recognizing 
those who help others in volunteer 
service is indelibly etched on the many 
hearts and minds of those she served in 
Sandpoint, ID, and far beyond the city 
limits. May God bless her husband, her 
family and the hundreds of Idahoans 
who will miss her passion, exuberance 
and spirit of joy. 

f 

FISHER’S TECHNOLOGY 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, a 
small business faces a constant threat 
to its bottom line when the products 
they sell grow obsolete. Years of exper-
tise and business relationships can be 
rendered meaningless without the abil-
ity to adjust in an ever changing and 
technologically advancing market-
place. There is no better example of ad-
aptation than Fisher’s Technology in 
my home State of Idaho. 

Fisher’s Technology was founded in 
Boise, ID in 1936, during the worst 
years of the Great Depression, as a spe-
cialty typewriter sales and repair shop. 
In 1985, Gary Mahn purchased the com-
pany and, since then, Fisher’s Tech-
nology has expanded its inventory to 
become Idaho’s largest office supply 
firm. This would not have been possible 
had Fisher’s remained narrowly fo-
cused on typewriters. In a continuing 
business evolution, Mr. Mahn sold the 
office supply portion of the company to 
another local Boise company. This al-
lowed Fisher’s Technology to maintain 
and grow the remaining office equip-
ment division. 

Today, Fisher’s Technology has four 
locations across Idaho, offering a vari-
ety of office hardware and software 
products along with IT services. After 
a 78 percent increase in sales revenue, 
topping $13 million, Fisher’s was 
named to Inc. Magazine’s 5,000 fastest- 
growing companies in the Nation. Fish-
er’s has made this list four of the last 
5 years, a testament to the Fisher’s 
Technology team’s hard work and com-
mitment to customer satisfaction. At a 
time when America’s economy has 
struggled to add jobs, Fisher’s Tech-
nology has boosted its payroll from 46 
employees in 2009 to 66 today rep-
resenting a 43 percent increase in hir-
ing. 

Not only has Fisher’s Technology 
helped businesses across Idaho meet 
their equipment needs, but its employ-
ees are also active members of their 
communities and strive to give back in 
any way that they can. For example, 
the company sponsors the Blue Cross 
‘‘Blue Cruise’’ bicycle race, which ben-
efits local charities in Idaho’s Treasure 
Valley. 

I commend everyone at Fisher’s 
Technology on their continued growth, 

resilience, and determination, and wish 
them another 78 years of success. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID MELINCOFF 
∑ Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
rise today to recognize a remarkable 
Vermonter, David Melincoff, who is 
carrying on the tradition of providing a 
good meal and fostering a sense of com-
munity each Thanksgiving. 

As many Vermonters continue to 
struggle to make ends meet in the 
wake of the most severe recession to 
hit the United States in generations, 
Mr. Melincoff marked the 24th year his 
Burlington, VT restaurant has offered 
a traditional Thanksgiving dinner at 
no cost. Nearly 1,000 dinners were given 
away this past Thanksgiving. Since the 
Thanksgiving Community Dinner 
started 24 years ago at Sweetwaters 
American Bistro, Mr. Melincoff esti-
mates that more than 20,000 meals have 
been served free of charge. 

The dinner, a traditional Thanks-
giving meal of turkey, stuffing, and 
mashed potatoes, offers the same expe-
rience a diner would have eating at the 
restaurant on any other night, includ-
ing wait service provided by volun-
teers. The fundamental difference is 
that the meal is free of charge—and the 
sense of community this generosity in-
spires is undeniable. 

It is not only those who are having 
financial difficulties who attend the 
Thanksgiving Community Dinner. As 
Mr. Melincoff noted, ‘‘Sometimes it’s 
an emotional need.’’ Often, people who 
have lost a loved one attend in order to 
share in the company and fellowship of 
others. The dinner provides an oppor-
tunity where people, regardless of their 
economic status, can sit and break 
bread together. ‘‘Here, they just feel 
equal. That’s the part that always gets 
me,’’ Mr. Melincoff said. ‘‘It’s about 
self-respect.’’ 

The meal itself is just one part of the 
day-long event. A coat donation drive 
was added as another effort to serve 4 
years ago. Hundreds of coats are col-
lected in advance by the Windjammer 
Restaurant in South Burlington, and 
this year roughly 700 coats were pro-
vided to individuals in need. 

Local residents and members of the 
business community also pitch in to 
make the Thanksgiving Community 
Dinner a success. Everyone benefits 
from this event, whether it is from the 
food provided or the satisfaction of giv-
ing back to the community. For the 
volunteers, Mr. Melincoff noted, ‘‘it 
puts things into perspective about 
what you should be grateful for.’’ 

Mr. President, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to commend Mr. Melincoff 
for his commitment and service to oth-
ers and applaud his efforts to reach to 
out those in need.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
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the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and two withdrawals which were re-
ferred to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House agree to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the House 
to the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 2642) to provide for the re-
form and continuation of agricultural 
and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, 
and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2761, and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2013, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group: Mr. 
MCINTYRE of North Carolina and Mr. 
DELANEY of Maryland. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 1977. A bill to repeal section 403 of the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, relating to an 
annual adjustment of retired pay for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces under the age of 62, 
and to provide an offset. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

POM–193 and POM–194 originally ap-
peared without text in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD of Wednesday, January 
29, 2014. 

POM–193. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Northern Mariana Commonwealth 
Legislature petitioning the United States 
Congress to amend the Radiation Exposure 
Act of 1990; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 18–04, S1 

Whereas, the United States Government 
and the Atomic Energy Commission together 
with the United States Armed Forces con-
ducted testing of atomic nuclear weapons on 
Eniwetok and Bikini Atolls in the Marshall 
Islands, South Pacific, from 1946 to 1962; and 

Whereas, a total of 67 atomic and thermo-
nuclear bombs/devices were detonated with a 
total yield of 108,492.2 kilotons which re-
sulted in fallout across a wide area around 
the Marshall Islands in the Pacific; and 

Whereas, no less than ten of those detona-
tions yielded between five to ten megatons of 
radioactive material from the center of the 
explosion to the height of between 12 to 55 
miles into the jet-stream; and 

Whereas, on October 31, 1952, Operation Ivy 
was conducted on Elugelab Island (‘‘Flora’’) 
in the Enewetak Atoll, in which the first 
true thermonuclear hydrogen bomb (a 10.4 
megaton device) code name Mike was deto-
nated, destroying the entire island leaving 
behind a 6,240 feet across and 164 feet deep 
crater in its aftermath; and 

Whereas, in 90 seconds the mushroom cloud 
climbed to 57,000 feet into the atmosphere 
and within 30 minutes had stretched 60 miles 
in diameter with the base of the mushroom 
head joining the stem of 45,000 feet; and 

Whereas, radioactive fallout is the after ef-
fect of the detonation of a nuclear bomb 
where radioactive particles and earth debris, 
which comprise the mushroom cloud, are re-
leased into the atmosphere and remain in 
the atmosphere for about 24 hours before de-
scending back to earth; and 

Whereas, before the decend back to earth, 
these radioactive particles can be carried 
through jet-steams in the atmosphere to lo-
cations over a thousand miles away from the 
actual test site and settle into the environ-
ment causing multiple health and environ-
mental problems; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands are located approxi-
mately 1,230 miles directly west of the test 
sites; and 

Whereas, the radioactive dust particles 
travelled through the westward flowing jet- 
streams from the Marshall Islands to Guam 
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands; and 

Whereas, due to the deleterious effects of 
the nuclear radiation, on October 5, , 1990, 
the United States Congress passed the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act (‘‘RECA’’) 
which established new programs for persons 
physically present in areas near the Nevada 
nuclear test site during atomic testing at 
the site. Atmospheric testing of atomic de-
vices—important to national security during 
the darkest days of the ‘‘cold war’’—ended in 
1963 when, under President Kennedy, the 
United States signed and ratified the limited 
Test Ban ‘‘Treaty’’. Prior to the Treaty, the 
United Stated detonated over 200 atomic de-
vises in the open air in both the South Pa-
cific and in Nevada. The RECA provides com-
passionate payments to persons with speci-
fied diseases who fear that their health were 
harmed because of fallout from atmospheric 
atomic testing at the Nevada test site, re-
gardless of whether causation can be 
scientically established; and 

Whereas, on July 10, 2000, Public Law 106– 
245, the Radiation Exposure Compensation 
Act Amendments of 2000 was passed, adding 
two new claimant categories, providing for, 
among other things, additional compensable 
illnesses, removing certain lifestyle restric-
tions, and adding additional geographic 
areas to the ‘‘downwinder’’ claimant cat-
egory; and 

Whereas, although RECA coverage has 
been expanded, it still does not provide relief 
to all Americans affected by fallout, particu-
larly residents of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands and the Territory 
of Guam; and 

Whereas, there is no doubt that the Terri-
tory of Guam has received radioactive debris 
from fallout during the nuclear weapons 
testing in the Pacific Ocean to such an ex-
tent that in March 2004, Congresswoman 
Madeleine Z. Bordallo spoke before the Com-
mittee to Assess the Scientific Information 
for the Radiation Exposure Screening and 
Education Program to request that they in-
clude an assessment of Guam for 
‘‘downwinders’’ and ship decontamination as 
part of their congressionally mandated 
study; and 

Whereas, because the islands in the CNMI 
are in close proximity to the Territory of 

Guam, separated by a scant 30 miles, and 
both are affected by the same win, weather 
and ocean current patterns, it logically fol-
lows that radiation which affects the Terri-
tory of Guam necessarily affects the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; 
and 

Whereas, as a result, the Nuclear and Radi-
ation Studies Board (‘‘NSRB’’) published in 
2005 its report entitled ‘‘Assessment of the 
Scientific information for the Radiation Ex-
posure Screening and Education Program’’; 
and 

Whereas, because fallout may have been 
higher for the people outside RECA-des-
ignated areas, the NRSB recommended that 
all residents of the continental US, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and overseas US territories who 
have been diagnosed with specific RECA- 
compensable diseases and who may have 
been exposed to radiation from U.S. nuclear- 
weapons testing fallout be compensated; and 

Whereas, the United States Congress has 
the authority to amend RECA to include 
residents of the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands affected by radiation as 
eligible ‘‘downwinder’’ claimants; and 

Whereas, the failure of the United States 
Congress to amend RECA in such a way as to 
compensate affected residents of the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Islands will 
cause the people of the Commonwealth to 
bear a disproportionate burden in defending 
the United States of America; and 

Whereas, we, the people of the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
United States of America, humbly request 
that the Commonwealth be included in 
RECA with the same criteria that was made 
for Nevada test site in 1990 for compas-
sionate payments: Now, therefore be it 

Resolved, on behalf of the people of the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands by 
the Eighteen Northern Marianas Commonwealth 
Legislature, That the United States Congress 
is hereby respectfully petitioned to declare 
that all Americans shall be given the same 
consideration when it comes to compensa-
tion for exposure to radiation from U.S. nu-
clear testing; and be it further 

Resolved, That the United States Congress 
is hereby respectfully petitioned to amend 
the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act of 
1990, Public Law 101–426, as amended by Pub-
lic Law 101–510, 3139 (43 U.S.C. 2210) and Pub-
lic Law 106–245, to include the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in 
the jurisdiction ‘‘downwinders’’ covered by 
the Act; and be it further 

Resolved, That the United States Congress 
is hereby respectfully requested to include 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands similarly as the Territory of Guam 
and be granted RECA ‘‘on site’’ status; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the affected population pre-
viously and currently in the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands (those resid-
ing who have been exposed to radiation from 
the Atomic Energy Commission tests in the 
Marshall Islands) be recognized as being 
‘‘downwinders’’ of such test; and be it further 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall certify, and the Senate Legisla-
tive Secretary and the House Clerk shall at-
test to the adoption of this joint resolution, 
and thereafter the Senate Clerk shall trans-
mit a certified copy to the Honorable Barack 
Obama, President of the United States of 
America; to the Honorable John Boehner, 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives; to the Honorable Patrick J. 
Leahy, President Pro Tempore of the United 
States Senate; to the Honorable Nancy 
Pelosi, Minority Leader, United States 
House of Representatives; to the Honorable 
Mark Chuck Grassley, ranking member, 
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